Caroling Party 12/23

We’d love to have you join in our Caroling
Party on Saturday, 12/23. We will start at the
church and then carpool to our various
destinations. When we are done, we will
gather at Karen & Tim Cliffe’s house for an
after-party with pizza and hot drinks.

If you’d like us to come caroling to your

house or want to suggest a destination, please
let Pastor Rebecca know by December 15th.
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Dear Church,

You might think that after a year of celebrating a
milestone anniversary, it would feel like we’ve done all the
things and everything is settled. But that’s not what it feels
like, 1s it? For me — and I'm guessing for a lot of us — it feels
like there are still things unfolding, things yet to come, things
we haven’t quite figured out yet. So I'm really excited to dig
into Advent this year, when our theme will be “Abiding in
Anticipation.” When the fruits of the Spirit from Galatians
5:22-23 are brought up, a lot of people note that patience is
the one they struggle with the most. We don’t like waiting
And yet, so much of our lives involves waiting. So during
these four weeks, as we move toward Christmas, we’re going
to explore some of the spiritual approaches to waiting that
can make it a rich time of growth and enlightenment.

If you haven’t made the effort to attend Disciples Class
yet, this would be a great time to do so, as we’ll be looking at
these practices in more depth in our 9 am Sunday morning
gatherings. But we’ll also be focusing on them in worship
each Sunday, in relation to the theme for each Sunday: Join us
as we explore Hoping for Hope, Letting Go of Control for
Peace, Preparing for Joy, and Watchfulness for Love.

I hope that you will come Abide in Anticipation with us.
It will be a fruitful season of getting ready for whatever is
coming next!

grace & peace,

Sastor Rebecca
Pastor’s Sclrletlule

Pastor Rebecca will be working as little as possible during
the week of Christmas, and the office will barely be open.
Please stay home and get some rest! :-)
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We are entering the season of Advent —
a time of waiting and anticipation for the
coming Christ Child. It is also a time of
wondering what's next for Vista La Mesa
as we enter our 76th year I enjoyed
hearing Ilene, John, and Jenny share their
story and hope for the future of Vista La
Mesa. Whether we've been attending for
decades or only a few years, our story is
important to the fabric and life of our
community. Are we ready for Emmanuel —
God with and among us? Are we
preparing to welcome God's call for our
community?

Friends,

This 1s my last column within my
official role as Associate Pastor at Vista La
Mesa, and my heart is filled with gratitude.
I am thankful for all the support I have
received and have special thanksgiving to
Karen Cliffe, Mandy Dohring, Mary Jane
Fay, and Steve Bridwell for their support as
my Associate Pastor Relations Committee.
And to Pastor Rebecca for her nurturing
and care as I stepped into my pastoral call.
As I've mentioned, I am looking forward
with joy and hope to what is next in store
for us. The Spirit is continually at work
within and among us; let us work to be
ready for God's call.

Vaya con Dios,

Pastor, Teda

Vista La Mesa Christian Church
celebrating 75 Years of

Sharing Christ’s welcome!
www.vimcc.org

Elders Meeting

The Elders will meet after worship at
12:15 in the Library and on Zoom on
Sunday, December 3rd. (This is
technically our “November” meeting!)

We have some important things to work
out before final plans are made for Pastor
Rebecca’s half-sabbatical that begins
January 24th. Please make a point of
being present that day.
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The Choir will celebrate and rehearse
at 6 pm on Thursday, December 28, at
Mary Alynn Fallon’s house. Please bring a
dish to share and an inexpensive gift to
exchange. Family members are welcome
to attend, but might be asked to sing!

Poindeltias/!

We will be taking orders for poinsettias
to decorate the Sanctuary through
Sunday, December 10th. They will arrive
for worship on Sunday, December 17th

The plants are $10 each and can be
dedicated to anyone or anything you like.

You may take your flowers home with
you after the Christmas Eve service or
leave them for the next Sunday:.

Gifts for El Nido

Thanks to everyone who 1is
helping bring joy to our three El
Nido families this year! Please
bring your gifts in by Sunday,
December 17th, wrapped with a
tag including the person’s name
and family number. Please loosely
attach the ornament tag with their
information as well, so we can be

sure all the gifts are brought in.

Chiistmas Card Tee

You are invited to bring in a Christmas
card to greet your whole church family at
once. If you’d like to donate the money
saved on postage, you may put a donation
in the Santa box under the tree. All those
gifts will go to the Christmas Special
Offering. Thank you!

Staff Christmas Gift

Every year at Christmas, we
like to show our appreciation to
our dedicated staff with a special
Christmas bonus. The Elders will
be coordinating this, so watch for
announcements after their 12/3
meeting. Some Elders will be
receiving contributions in person,
but you can also give online at
www.vlmcc.org. Look for the
Elders Fund/Staft’ Gift line in the
drop down designation menu.
Thank you for your gift!

Christmas
Lunch Bunch

December’s Lunch
Bunch (12/6 at noon)
will be a Christmas party
in Bailey Hall! Please
bring your own lunch.
Desserts will be shared.

We’re also going to
have an ornament
exchange, so bring an
ornament, new or pre-
loved, to give away.

To RSVP or if you'd
like to help decorate or
bring dessert, contact
Pastor Rebecca or
Jennefer Lehton.

In OUR PRAYERS...

JOYS & CONCERNS ~ Please reach out to Pastor Rebecca

Happy
Binthday!
Dec. 20 - Stephanie
Cadiero

Dec. 22- Ginny Hanna
Dec. 24- Christine Lind

< Dec. 29 - Ryan Hanna
o Dec. 29 - Wavalea McKee

@ Dec. 30 - Lois Lyford

® Abe Sisneros

o Dec. 31 - Laura McCreanor

°

*  Fappy

* Aunivensany!
[

4 DEC. 28

e Skip & Susan Peterson




Novels Tea

Novels Tea will
meet on Sunday,
December 10 at 3
pm on Zoom to
discuss “Remarkable
Creatures” by Tracy
Chevalier.
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